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Notwithstanding these obstacles to the reception of
the Gospel, there are persons to whom it has come with
a Divine sanction, but who. are so bound by family and
social ties that they do not avow their faith.- Striking
instances of this failure to act in accordance with con-
viction have come under my observation. I mention
only one. I once had an interview with a dying young
Hindu, who had been taught in a mission school and was
well acquainted with the Gospel. With tears in his eyes
he said all his trust for salvation was in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that he knew it was his duty to avow his
faith, but he could not, for if he did his relatives would
one and all abandon him. He seemed to dread any one
but myself hearing the confession of his faith. I have
known others who have had a strong drawing to 'the
Saviour, but they have stifled their convictions, and have
become, as I remember with sadness, bitter foes of the
truth. Let only the tide set in in favour of Christianity,
and many, I doubt not, will be ready to flow with it
It ought ever to be remembered that in India we have
a vast population. In the North-Western Provinces and
Punjab alone there is a population twice as large as that
of Great Britain and Ireland Those, of this population
who may be said to be educated in a high degree are the
merest handful.. You travel hundreds of miles through
regions full of towns, villages, and hamlets, where you
find that the partially educated are very few compared
with the wholly uneducated many. Even most of the
shopkeepers who can keep accounts well are unable to
read a book with ease, as the written and printed
characters are very different. All know that their
English rulers are called Christians; those who live near
the great lines of road hear an occasional address from a